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him wherever he goes. That is why Wells's " Time Machine " and the reversed reels of the movies are sc funny. There is nothing absurd about running a wheel backward but there is about running a man backward.* The physicist feels no reluctance about turning the stream of time backward for all physical phenomenE are reversible under the proper conditions. If we interpret the universe as merely matter in motion and imagine at a certain instant that every individual particle reverses its motion and goes in just the opposite direction at the same speed, then the whole history oi the world would be reenacted in the opposite order and the earth would return to its primeval nebulse.
In Wells's story, " The New Accelerator," a professor invents an elixir that speeds up the rate of living a thousandfold. A person taking a dose of it sees people as wax figures apparently motionless in the midst oi violent action. Falling objects seem to stand still in the air. The music of a band is reduced to " a low-pitched wheezy rattle " or " the slow muffled ticking of some monstrous clock." But in compensation for this the accelerated drug-fiend could watch at leisure the slovi flapping of a bee's wings.
But even Wells with his seven-league-boots imagina-
* Bergs on in his "Laughter" traces all humor back to this fundamental absurdity of making a man act mechanically.impler and                                                                 i <s f
